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§ 176.920 Exemptions. 

(a) In accordance with Chapter I 
(General Provisions) Regulation 4, of 
SOLAS, the Commandant may exempt 
a vessel, which is not normally engaged 
on an international voyage but that in 
exceptional circumstances is required 
to undertake a single international 
voyage from any of the requirements of 
the regulations of SOLAS provided 
that the vessel complies with safety re-
quirements that are adequate, in the 
Commandant’s opinion, for the voyage 
that is to be undertaken. 

(b) In accordance with Chapter II–1 
(Construction—Subdivision and Sta-
bility, Machinery and Electrical Instal-
lations) Regulation 1, Chapter II–2 
(Construction—Fire Protection, Fire 
Detection and Fire Extinction) Regula-
tion 1, and Chapter III (Life Saving Ap-
pliances and Arrangements) Regulation 
2 of SOLAS, the Commandant may ex-
empt a vessel that does not proceed 
more than 20 miles from the nearest 
land from any of the specific require-
ments of Chapters II–1, II–2, and III of 
SOLAS if the Commandant determines 
that the sheltered nature and condi-
tions of the voyage are such as to 
render the application of such require-
ments unreasonable or unnecessary. 

(c) The Commandant may exempt a 
vessel from requirements of the regula-
tions of SOLAS in accordance with 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section 
upon a written request from the owner 
or managing operator submitted to the 
Commandant via the cognizant OCMI. 

(d) When the Commandant grants an 
exemption to a vessel in accordance 
with this section, the Commandant 
will issue the original SOLAS Exemp-
tion Certificate describing the exemp-
tion. Subsequent SOLAS Exemption 
Certificates are issued by the cognizant 
OCMI unless any changes to the vessel 
or its operations have occurred that 
changes the information on the SOLAS 
Exemption or Passenger Ship Safety 
Certificates, in which case the Com-
mandant will reissue the certificate. A 
SOLAS Exemption Certificate is not 
valid for longer than the period of the 
SOLAS Passenger Ship Safety Certifi-
cate to which it refers. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 953, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
20557, May 7, 1996] 

§ 176.925 Safety Management Certifi-
cate. 

(a) All vessels that carry more than 
12 passengers on an international voy-
age must have a valid Safety Manage-
ment Certificate and a copy of their 
company’s valid Document of Compli-
ance certificate on board. 

(b) All such vessels must meet the 
applicable requirements of 33 CFR part 
96. 

(c) A Safety Management Certificate 
is issued for a period of not more than 
60 months. 

[CGD 95–073, 62 FR 67515, Dec. 24, 1997] 

§ 176.930 Equivalents. 
As outlined in Chapter I (General 

Provisions) Regulation 5, of SOLAS, 
the Commandant may accept an equiv-
alent to a particular fitting, material, 
apparatus, or any particular provision 
required by SOLAS regulations if satis-
fied that such equivalent is at least as 
effective as that required by the regu-
lations. An owner or managing oper-
ator of a vessel may submit a request 
for the acceptance of an equivalent fol-
lowing the procedures in § 175.540 of 
this chapter. The Commandant will in-
dicate the acceptance of an equivalent 
on the vessel’s SOLAS Passenger Ship 
Safety Certificate or Safety Manage-
ment Certificate, as appropriate. 

[CGD 95–073, 62 FR 67515, Dec. 24, 1997] 
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